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1. Library of Theological Seminary

summary

The Library (located in the 8th district) holds a vast collection
of publications in the fields of Jewish and Hebrew Studies.
Apart from the obvious collection of books and manuscripts
for the students they also have material of interest to a

genealogist:
» Regional publications

> Jewish ,documents’
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1. Library of Theological Seminary

Regional publications

There are several books written on specific cities and
countries. Some of cities are located in Slovakia and
Romania. Some of these books were published in the 19th

and the early 20th century. Three examples are:
» The History of Jews in Nagykoros
» The History of Jews in Abony and the surrounding region

» History of the Jewish communities in Slovakia
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1. Library of Theological Seminary

The history of the Jews in Nagykoros

The book was published in 1926, written by the local clerk Samu
Salamon. It covers the following data:

» census of 1798 (along with the number of years living there)
» members of the Jewish community in 1808
» donors who contributed to the building of the synagogue

» clerks of Jewish institutions (school governors, e.g.)
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1. Library of Theological Seminary
The history of the Jews in Nagykdros
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1. Library of Theological Seminary
The history of the Jews in Nagykdros
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1. Library of Theological Seminary

The history of the Jews in Abony and the surrounding region

The book was published in 1896, written by Rabbi Dr. Béla
Vajda. It covers the following data:

» complete list of names with the members of the Jewish
community from 1720 to 1896 (with year of birth, family

relationship — sometimes even four generations are given)
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1. Library of Theological Seminary

The history of the Jews in Abony and the surrounding region
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1. Library of Theological Seminary

History of the Jewish communities in Slovakia

The book was publised in 1933 in Kosice (Kassa), written by
Menyhért Lanyi and Mrs Popper née Hermin Békefi. It covers
the following data:

» history of the Jewish communities in several smaller and
bigger places

» names and also several pictures of the Jewish community
leaders through the years

» Jewish soldiers in the War of Independence of 1848-49
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1. Library of Theological Seminary
History of the Jewish communities in Slovakia
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1. Library of Theological Seminary

History of the Jewish communities in Slovakia
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1. Library of Theological Seminary

Jewish ,documents”

The Jewish “documents” of the Library contains material
published for special occasions. They were issued to mark an
anniversary, or simply to document important moments of

Jewish life. Such materials are:

» A commemorative book on the 25th Anniversary of the
Jewish Women’s Association of the 5th district, 1909-34

» School reports of the Jewish Theological Seminary
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1. Library of Theological Seminary

The commemorative book on the 25th Anniversary of the Jewish
Women’s Association of the 5th district, 1909-34

This publication of 1934 gives us insight to:

» the activities of the Association
» the leaders of the Association with pictures

» the complete listing of the members
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1. Library of Theological Seminary

Commemorative book on the 25th Anniversary of the Jewish
Women’s Association of the 5th district, 1909-34
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1. Library of Theological Seminary

School reports of the Jewish Theological Seminary

Like most of the schools and places of higher education, the
Jewish Theological Seminary also had its school reports, or
yearbooks. For the period of 1848-1944 they contain detailed
information on:

» the students (with place of birth)
» the teachers

» donors, school governors, members of the school “club”
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1. Library of Theological Seminary

School reports of the Jewish Theological Seminary
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2. Central Szabo Ervin Library
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2. Central Szabd Ervin Library

summary

The Library (also located in 8th district) is in the central library
of Budapest, each district has an affiliate library. The newly
renovated building is — among other collections — home of the

Budapest collection which includes:

» Old register books (tenant lists)
Phone books
Maps of Budapest
Old flyers and posters of political and cultural content
Pictures of people playing an important role of the capital’'s
history
Books on the history, the education, the culture etc. of
Budapest
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2. Central Szabd Ervin Library

Register books

The old register books (tenant lists) cover the years 1881 —
1928, although there are gaps in this time range. They
contain names of

>
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individuals,

businesses,

government organizations

and associations (with names of the leaders and clerks of
the association)

registered in Budapest. Not everyone was registered, but there
are thousands of names and addresses in these books.
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2. Central Szabo Ervin Library

Register books
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2. Central Szabo Ervin Library

Register books
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2. Central Szabo Ervin Library

Register books
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2. Central Szabd Ervin Library

Phone books

The phone books are very helpful to follow people and track
their movements.

» For the period 1918-2004

» The addresses help us to find out which registry office we

could contact for death records etc.
» The phone grid expansion was slow and the state decided
where cables would be laid, so several homes were not

connected for years, even decades.
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2. Central Szabo Ervin Library

Phone books
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2. Central Szabd Ervin Library

Flyers and posters

The library holds copies of old posters starting from the late
19th century. The posters portray:

» Political events (party rallies, election notices etc.)
» Cultural events (theatre or music performances etc.)
» Social events (sport, meetings of associations etc.)

» Private notices (rules of behaviour in a factory etc.)
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2. Central Szabo Ervin Library

Flyers and posters
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3. The Széchenyi Library




3. Széchenyi Library

summary

The Széchenyi Library contains the largest single collection of
Hungarian publications. According to law, one copy of all
publications, including books, journals, and newspapers, must
be submitted to the Széchenyi Library for preservation.

» ltwas opened in 1802

» It holds some 8 million copies of printed material

» It has some truly historic items (like the oldest known
Hungarian text)
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3. Széchenyi Library

Jewish newspapers and journals

There is a very long list of unique Jewish newspapers and
journals held at this library. Some are written on very specific
topics (“The Hungarian Jewish Woman”, “Newspaper of the
Jewish Soldiers”), others are extensive publications covering
general topics. The oldest items date from the 1880’s. Here is

a short list of a selection of these journals:
» Hungarian Jewish Review
» Jewish calendar
» School bulletins
> Jewish Life
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3. Széchenyi Library
Hungarian Jewish Review

» Various mixed news, published between 1885 and 1944
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3. Szechenyi Library

Jewish calendar

Events of the year, lists of associations,
in the early 1900’s
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3. Széchenyi Library
School Bulletins

»  Monthly publication of Jewish education, between 1881-1944
» Names of teachers, schools, pupils, and members of educational associations
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3. Széchenyi Library
Jewish Life

» Social, political and cultural writings
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For a long and detailed list of such publications please check
out the “Resources” on my website:

www.jewishroots.hu

| hope you will be as successful as | have been, in your
research using these books and newspapers.

Thank you for your attention!
Andras Koltali



